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will not countenance any breach of discipline like that of which the sowars
were guilty on this occasion.
Mr. Gandhi's manifesto certainly tries to put a very different comp-
lexion on the whole affair.
I gladly publish the note, but I must confess that it carries
no conviction to me. The substance of the statement of the Chief
Secretary is not half as damning as the original which I have
read and which appears in The Searchlight (27-1-19221. The cross-
fire to which the Chief Secretary was exposed in the Bihar Council
is a study in hedging and fencing. The Chief Secretary is un-
able to deny that the officer himself did not take part in looting.
These villages of Champaran I know very well. They have no
winding lanes. Looting does not cease to be looting when the
looted property is restored. The admissions wrung from the Chief
Secretary by the Councillors leave on the reader's mind the im-
pression that there is more behind the admissions than appears on
the surface. Let one add, too, that the officer and the sowars went
in spite of prohibition against the mounted police parading
without any magistrate accompanying them. No explanation is
still forthcoming as to why the officer rode out with his sowars
and what action has been taken against him for the breach of
discipline which the Government have been compelled to admit.
Let it be noted too that the villagers had nothing to deserve the
looting expedition. As the summary admits "on receipt of infor-
mation from Mr. Mackinnon, Manager of the Baikunthpur Fac-
tory, that certain villages were in a very disturbed state, the mili-
tary mounted police marched through Pipariah, etc55. I know
what these marches mean to the villagers of Champaran. I am
most anxious to be convinced that officialism has not reached
the state of degradation which popular reports describe and which
the Government are reluctantly obliged to admit in part or in
full. But all my effort in that direction, I regret, has proved
fruitless.
Young India, 23-2-1922